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Abstract 

The Mughal Empire was indeed a reign to behold. The rulers and kings of this monumental 

empire played an irrefutable role in the exhortation of the region’s prosperity and 

developmental capacities. From the Pioneer Babar to the last Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar, 

the Mughal Empire has been a most fecund ground for the rearing of worthy and Awe 

inducing Emperors. However, there is a certain Ruler from amongst these impressive 

monarchs whose name tends to stand out and distinguish itself with a vivid and almost 

palpable prominence. This Mughal Emperor is said to have been the patron of the Golden 

Age of the Mughal Empire and made countless contributions to almost all segments and 

strata of society, culture, arts, and so forth. That Emperor is none other than the Great 

Mughal Emperor, Akbar. This paper is an endeavor at elucidating the various advancements 

that the Great Mughal Emperor made in regards to Social Development within his realm. 

Key Words: Mughals, Akbar, Social Development, Mughals, Society  

Introduction: 

This World of ours evinces many many systems and models when it comes to governance and 

management of geographical regions, or countries if you prefer. Perhaps the most eminent and 

consistently incumbent of these systems that have persisted throughout the rigors of the world’s 

chronology is that of the Rulers or Kings. Monarchies have risen and fallen in congruence with 

the passage of time and the reign of Kings and Monarchs has remained a profound aspect of 

every country since the latter’s conception. One might even go so far as to say that this is a 

system intrinsic, or even inherent in the ubiquitous conduct of mankind to a holistic degree.  

Throughout time, however, there have been certain dynasties of the kingly sort that have 

managed to acquire an eminence, a distinction, unlike any others. One such monarchy that 

expanded into a veritable empire unprecedented in its glory and opulence is none other than the 

Mughal Empire itself. Theirs was a rule of dynamics and brilliant elevations in fields of 

military, arts, cultural accomplishment, and even gastronomic excellence.  

The term “Mughal” is derived from the term “Mongol” which hails from the Persian dialectical. 

The word’s etymology refers to the Tribe of the same name, an indicator or exemplifier of sorts 
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that is used to represent the region of Mongolia.  

The rationale for the terminology of Mughals being derived from Mongols lies in the fact that 

the Mughals themselves originated in the region of Central Asia. These venerable rulers of the 

Subcontinent were originally descended from Genghis Khan, the fearsome Mongol ruler 

himself as well as the Conqueror of Asia, Timur. The Mughals were a prideful race indeed, and 

this pride extended to encapsulate the nuance of their heritage as well. It was the very memories 

of Timur’s legendary raids on India that acted as the enormous impetus for his descendant 

Babar, the first of the Mughals, to launch his invasion of the region.  

The magnificent Mughal Empire lasted for a stellar 331 years during which the Subcontinent 

was endowed with the most splendid and astonishingly impressive of advancements and laurels. 

The cities founded by these Mughals have lasted to this day and the buildings and infrastructure 

of the era that has lingered till now literally speak volumes pertaining to the Glory and 

magnificence of the Mughal Empire that was initiated in the 17th century.  (The Age of the 

Mughals, 2016) 

Akbar, an Introduction: 

Akbar, or Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar as he is known in contrast to his more colloquial 

moniker of Akbar, was active through the years ranging from October 1542 to 27 October 1605. 

The Great Emperor was also known as the Shanshah Akbar-e-Azam, literally translating to 

Akbar the Great. He was the Third Ruler of the Mughal Empire and was descended from 

Timurid origins. Akbar’s father was Emperor Humayun, the second Emperor of the Mughal 

rule, thereby making him the Grandson of the Emperor that conceived the Mughal dynasty, 

Zaheeruddin Muhammad Babur. Akbar’s rule was perhaps the most conducive and prosperous 

of all his predecessors and successors. During Akbar’s rule, the Mughal territory expanded to 

accentuated proportions in terms of geographical standards. As a testament, the fact that at the 

end of Akbar’s reign, the Mughal Empire covered the majority of Northern and Central Asia is 

perhaps substantial indeed. What truly defined Akbar and differentiated him from his 

contemporaries was his liberal perspective in pertinence to the numerous faiths and beliefs that 

existed in his reign. It was this absence of stringency that lead to the enhancement and positive 

magnification of culture and art to the maximum limits in contrast to his progenitors.  

It was in the month of February of the year 1556 that Akbar ascended to the throne of the 

Mughal Empire. He was just 13 years of age when his father, Humayun, died and left him with 

the daunting task of managing the Mughal Empire. The first of the many accomplishments that 

his rule entailed was the elimination of Military threats. These threats were poised upon the 

Mughal Empire by the potent and powerful descendants of Sher Shah Suri, the Pashtuns. Akbar 

is also credited with having quelled the rebellion of the self-declared Hindu King, Heemu in a 

decisive victory during the second Battle of Panipat. In order to bring all of central and 

Northern India under his consolidated and unopposed rule, Akbar spent a further period of two 

years indulged in armed conflicts and skirmishes. The whole Indian Subcontinent fell under the 

influence and eventual sway of Akbar as he ruled over the majority of the said region as the 

Emperor. What also set apart Akbar’s rule from his predecessors was the fact that he managed 

to solidify relations with the potently powerful Hindu Rajput Caste. He did so by marrying into 

the said caste and taking on Rajput Princesses as his wives.  
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Akbar was a true patron of the arts. Under his rule, art and culture flourished throughout the 

kingdom. In addition to art, architecture was another eminent penchant of the great ruler. Akbar 

was deeply fascinated by the art of painting and this proclivity extended to the point where it 

compelled him to get the walls of his many palaces adorned with marvelous murals. In addition 

to exhorting the style of painting and art bearing Mughal origins, Akbar also supported and 

patronized the style of painting indigenous to Europe. In addition to painting, Akbar was an 

avid proponent of literature as well. In accordance with this direction, Akbar got many Sanskrit 

words translated into Persian and numerous Persian Tomes interpreted into the Sanskrit dialect. 

He also had many Persian works illustrated by painters from his court. In the earlier years of his 

regime, Akbar was somewhat stringent and stern towards those of his kingdom that practiced 

faiths other than Islam. However, with the passage of time, he mellowed a bit in this regard and 

mitigated his strictness towards those of Non-Islamic faith through the act of retracting some of 

the more rigid Sharia Laws. Also, Akbar was the first Mughal Emperor who initiated the 

procedure of integrating Hindus into his administrational structure. His Administration 

comprised various Military generals, landlords, and courtiers. Akbar was the one who 

introduced a trend where Muslim Scholars debated with those from other faiths like Hindus, 

Zoroastrians, Roman Catholic Jesuits hailing from Portugal, and Jains about matters and topics 

pertaining to religion. All of these religious scholars were the subject of reverence and regard 

from the Mughal Ruler, irrespective of their faith or standing. Akbar also was renowned for his 

act of devoting and granting large territories of land for the purpose of constructing 

stupendously amazing Mosques. However, Akbar went further with this act of charity more 

than any other ruler of the Mughal dynasty as he also granted land for the construction of Hindu 

Temples in the regions of Northern and Central India as well as Churches for the Christians in 

the region of Goa. There was some notoriety associated with Akbar when he concocted and 

conceived a religion all through his own decisiveness. This religion was an amalgamation of 

various concepts related to different faiths. This religion was known as the Din-e-Ilahi. Still, 

inexorably and inevitably, Akbar abandoned this blasphemous transition in religion and once 

again embraced the Islamic Faith. (Wajih, 2012) 

Social Development: 

Before delving into the many advances made by Akbar in the field of Social Welfare and 

subsequent development, it is necessary to understand the very concept of Social development 

itself. The concept of Social Welfare is, in concise terms, linked to societal betterment both on a 

materialistic as well as non-tangible level.  

Definition of Social Development: 

When we talk about Social Welfare, we are actually referring to the well-being of the entire 

society. Social Welfare is a concept intertwined with the standard of living. The difference here 

is that it includes factors such as the quality of the environment concerned such as the air, soil, 

and water that constitute it. In addition to the environment, Social welfare is also concerned 

with the level of crime a society evinces, the extent of usage of drugs in its context, the 

availability of different necessary social services, and the aspects that pertain to religion and 

spirituality.  

According to Amartya Sen, 1197: 
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“Social Development is equality of Social Opportunities” 

According to Bilance, 1997: 

“Social development is the promotion of a sustainable society that is worthy of human dignity 

by empowering marginalized groups, women and men to undertake their own development, to 

improve their social and economic position and to acquire their rightful place in society.” 

According to M.S. Gore, while the concept of Social Development includes economic 

development as well, it differs in one most consummate aspect. That aspect is that Social 

Development is interested in the development of society as a whole, meaning that it pursues 

development in social, political, economic, cultural, and religious aspects of society. 

Indicators of Social Development: 

These indicators act as a degree of measurement and for denoting any Social Development that 

an area or region evinces. There are actually two types of indicators: 

1. Tangible Indicators 

The indicators that are tangible, viewable, and relatively corporeal are included in this category. 

These indicators comprise the following components: 

1. Population 

2. Standard of Living 

i. Food  

ii. Water and Sanitation 

iii. Healthcare and Disease 

iv. Education and Employment 

v. Environment 

 

(United Nations (UN) Development Programme (2014) Human Development Report 2014.) 

2. Cultural Aspects 

3. Political Aspects (Mondal, 2015) 

Akbar and Social Welfare Measures: 

The era of the Mughals was characterized by a high and notable level of emphasis on endeavors 

relating to elevation in trade and welfare standards. These Timurid rulers were dedicated to the 

aspect of raising trade and welfare, not only in their homeland of Central Asia but in India as 

well. Testament to said inclination can be provided by the fact that the trend set by Sher Shah 

Suri in his brief stint as ruler (1538-1545) was followed upon and improved through the 

endeavors of future Mughal Rulers as well. From the latter, perhaps the most prominent and 
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prolific of all social reformers was none other than Akbar the Great himself. There are countless 

instances and justification sources that corroborate and support his innate and exemplary 

propensity in regards to social reform and uplifting of his people and land.  

1. Trade and industry: 

Akbar, and later on Jahangir, was greatly interested in the aspect of foreign trade through the 

channel of the Sea. Akbar himself was greatly interested in these commercial activities for a 

period of time. What truly boosted Trade and industry within the Mughal Empire was the 

willingness and acceptance of the Mughals towards the foreign traders. Akbar was a huge 

proponent of this approach and as an added impetus for Foreign traders, he imposed a most 

affordable and convenient custom duty on them, mostly not extending 2.5 percent ad valorem. 

Another fact that is worthy of remembrance here is that the Handicrafts and local goods 

industry received special attention and bolstering during the era of Akbar. Ascribing to this, an 

impressive reservoir of goods capable of being exported was created. These materials comprised 

majorly of items that were manufactured, with the cotton cloth gaining immense demand within 

the region of Europe. Besides these, other items like saltpeter, spices, sealing wax, woolen and 

silk cloth, yarn, salts, beads, and many others were also exported to other foreign regions 

through the Mughal territories. The Textile industry was established under the rule of Akbar and 

it was under his rule that it took prominence and showed a level of profundity unlike any other 

contemporary industry of the time. This industry kept flourishing under the rule and through the 

respective ministrations of Akbar’s successors but it is worth knowing that it was only through 

the efforts of Akbar that this aspect of industry originated and gained recognition. Through the 

efforts of Akbar and his successors, the Textile industry came to be exposed to the Western and 

European lands as well, where its wares acquired staggering levels of popularity and acclaim. 

Due to the high levels of productivity evinced by the textile industry, the Silk industry likewise 

followed the aforementioned methods and gained much in the way of potential and eminence, 

especially in the region of Bengal.  

Aside from this, Akbar was also involved with the development of the indigenous industry. As 

mentioned afore, he was the one responsible for accentuating the level of trade and business 

within his kingdom. Evidence of the pertinent can be provided by the fact that it was Akbar who 

primarily contributed to the development and subsequent expansion of the Silk weaving venture 

at the locations of Lahore, Fatehpur Sikri, Agra, and Gujarat. Akbar was an avid supporter of 

the trade and he proved his commitment to the cause through various means. For instance, his 

establishment of key companies of the trade at major points in the aforementioned cities, 

combined with his import of weaving masters from foreign regions of Persia, Turkistan, and 

Kashmir speaks volumes in corroboration of his commitment. Akbar frequently and 

sequentially visited the Workshops, which not only encouraged these master artisans but also 

raised the quality of their work and relative endeavors. Akbar also made measures for elevating 

the status of these craftsmen as well. He took certain subtle steps as well for fostering and 

improving the demand for the industry. He, for example, made it mandatory for officers under 

his authority that had acquired varying levels of ranks within the government to wear congruent 

colored garments as well. This approach alone led to the establishment of many shawls and 

garment factories within Lahore alone. (This shows that through the establishment of trade and 

industry, Akbar ensured ample employment opportunities for his people, an integral and 

commendable approach from a Social Welfare based perspective) 
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2. Urban Life: 

Akbar was a proponent of change, structural and tangible as well as incorporeal and symbolic. 

His exertions in the field of welfare and social uplifting are apparent and vividly indicative 

through the scores of ventures that he initiated under his rule. His endeavors in the improvement 

and development of urban standards of life for the people under his charge are exemplary as 

well. The fact that all travelers, of foreign origin, that traveled to the Mughal Empire ended up 

speaking highly and with praise most lavish for the magnificence evinced by the latter’s cities is 

considerable support in tendencies corroborative in nature pertaining to the aforementioned 

statement. It was the view of Monserrate that in the year 1581, Lahore was a city that was “Not 

second to any city in Europe or Asia” Also, many European visitors of the time noted the cities 

of the Mughal Empire as being more immense in girth and scale when contrasted against their 

counterparts in Europe, such as London for instance. Finch, for example, traveled to the region 

of Mughal held Subcontinent during the earlier reign of Jahangir. He found the cities of Agra 

and Lahore as being much larger than London. Likewise, the Port cities of Satgaon, Surat, Lari 

Bunder, Cambay, and other such ports received significant attention and upgrading during the 

days of Akbar. These cities are the ones that acted as predecessors to port cities like Calcutta, 

Madras, and Karachi which were developed under British Rule.  

Akbar also took measures to greatly improve upon the system of Government that was 

integrated into the administrative design of the cities. He developed a system of Government 

that was imbued with a level of Welfare that the citizens benefited from while also encouraging 

trade within the concerned area. The Governor of a city, under the rule of Akbar, was 

designated as that Kotwal. While it is true that the Kotwal was bestowed with much in the way 

of Judicial and Legal power in addition to the administrative authority, the Mughal Emperor 

still managed to maintain a system that ensured accountability on part of the Kotwal as well. 

For one, Kotwal was responsible for keeping the peace, maintaining order, and preventing 

Crime within the area under his command and jurisdiction. For the Welfare of the people, and to 

ensure that the Kotwals dispensed their appointed duties without erring or nonchalance, Akbar 

decreed that the Kotwals will be directly responsible for any shortcomings in welfare within 

their territories. For instance, a Kotwal, who wasn’t able to recover the stolen property of a 

citizen, would have to make good the value of that property himself. This significantly 

compelled kotwals to apply themselves in a manner more diligent and conducive to maintaining 

a level of tranquility and order within their appointed territories. Besides this, Akbar took steps 

most meticulous and detailed to choose Kotwals of sterling and unquestionable character. Akbar 

also took steps for promoting the integration of Hindu presence in the dimension of Commerce. 

In fact, the majority of the credit for the flourishing commerce in the era of Akbar could be 

credited to the participation of the Hindu Merchants as the Cogs of Commerce. Akbar was 

cognizant of the acumen Hindu merchants possessed in regard to business and enterprise and as 

such he executed steps that ensured explicit and effectual utilization of said acumen in the field 

of commerce and business. This not only raised the standards of living within Mughal societies 

but also eminently allayed the complexes of inferiority and obscurity that the Hindu populace 

harbored, another detail that can be interpreted and perceived as a step towards improved Social 

welfare by Akbar during his time. Aside from that, it can also be construed as a step towards 

enhancing and propagating interfaith harmony amongst his people as well.  

3. Health and Medical Facilities: 
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In the era of the Mughals, one thing that was perceivable and immediately notable by foreign 

visitors was the fact that the denizens of the region were healthy and vitalized. Fryer mentioned 

as he was writing about the mortality of the English that inhabited Bombay and other proximate 

regions in its vicinity, about the excellent state of health that these people displayed. According 

to him, the People of the Mughal territories lived to a ripe old age, which could probably be 

ascribed to their temperance. The concept of Public Hospitals and medicinal facilities was not 

new in Muslim India. In fact, their foundation was first laid and erected during the days of Firuz 

Tughluq (1351-1388). While not being anywhere near the level of medical facilities introduced 

later on during the reign of the British in terms of intricacy or effectualness, these medical 

structures received sufficient, or one might say adequate, enhancement in scale and acuteness 

throughout the reign of the Mughals. This elevating ministration in the aforementioned aspect of 

welfare was especially eminent during the days of Akbar. Akbar was, as is apparent up till now 

probably, an eclectic ruler who cogitated and aimed toward the perfect synthesis of Muslim and 

Indian techniques in pertinence to all fields and dimensions of society, be it music, arts, and 

even medicine. Under the rule of Akbar, the field of Medicine received a likewise treatment, 

and Hindu physicians were also involved and brought into the concerned fold. Such was the 

level of impetus and encouragement endowed by Akbar upon the medical practitioners of his 

time that techniques in the East gained much prominence in the regions of the English as well. 

For instance, an article in the Asiatic Register of London for 1804, which entailed a translated 

memorandum by Nawab Mirza Mehdi Ali Khan, described a method for preventing the virulent 

outbreak of Smallpox through the introduction of a weakened strain of Cowpox upon the 

injured party. The said method was adopted by a Hindu Practitioner of the Medical arts who 

resided in Benares and was active during the Mughal era. The actual implementation of the 

method in question involved placing a thread drenched in the pustule matter of a cow upon the 

arm of the infected so as to culminate in an easy irruption of smallpox, thereby circumventing a 

virulent outbreak of smallpox. Also, the surgical skills of the Medical specialists of Akbar’s 

time were considered to be remarkable according to the accounts of many scholars, such as 

Elphinstone for one. It was even reported by Manucci that Muslim Surgeons could also 

substitute lost limbs with artificial ones. 

The Mughals as a whole were very much committed to physical fitness. Much emphasis was 

laid on the progression and accentuation of one’s physical attributes and general well-being. 

Towards that end, out-of-door activities and games were encouraged as it was believed by the 

Mughals that these games raised the standard of health considerably. The idea of the Mughals 

was that everyone should be trained as a Soldier, a good rider, and an acute hunter, or shikari as 

the Mughals designated them. Akbar especially believed that every one of his subjects should 

be able to distinguish himself through physical prowess alone.  

Social Reforms of Akbar: 

 Akbar was a complicated man, of that there is no doubt. However, one can’t deny the 

irrefutable and generally irreplaceable role that he played in the elevation and upheaval of the 

Indian regions. There are certain practices that some might consider ornery and controversial in 

regards to Akbar’s reign but it is also true that despite his many multifarious activities, Akbar 

still managed to employ some profoundly effectual ones for improving upon the societal and 

communal dimensions of the territories under his jurisdiction. The social Reforms introduced by 

Akbar were conceived with the notion of alleviating and eradicating the evils that existed within 

the context of both Muslim as well as Non-Muslim societies. While these Social Reforms were 



 

Social Development Measures in the Era of Akbar 

Journal of Social Work and Sustainable Development, 2022, 2(1), 33-45 

  

 

 

   41  

eminently influenced by the attribute of religious toleration that was apparent in Akbar’s nature, 

they did not in any way impede or obstruct him in perceiving the many evils that were present 

in the Hindu society.  

1. Abolishment of Excessive Taxes: 

The first notable step taken by Akbar the Great was the abolishment of all taxes related to 

inland customs as well as the ones placed on various trades and professions. His predecessors 

gained much notoriety due to their adherence to these taxes, which served to burden greatly 

weigh down the efficacy and profit-based performance of different ventures and enterprises 

during their times. In Akbar’s case, his reform in regards to these taxes garnered him much in 

the way of favor and allegiance from the entrepreneurs under his reign. The abolishment of 

these exorbitant and perhaps redundant impositions was quite effective at assuaging the burden 

that people augured. By removing these taxes, economic relief was created and subsequently 

experienced by the people. Indicators for the latter were apparent through the drop in prices, 

generally free transition and mobilization of produced goods, and so on. This served a 

peripheral, yet vital function, as well for these changes created a sense of solidarity and oneness 

amongst the denizens of the Mughal territories. 

2. Abolishment of Slavery: 

One of the most tragic and generally heinous features during the reign of the Mughals was their 

practice of slavery. An age-long and generations-spanning practice that existed amongst these 

opulent rulers of the Subcontinent was the custom of enslaving the prisoners of war. As if this 

wasn’t grievous and alarmingly appalling enough, these rulers exacerbated the situation further 

by even going as far as to sell the wives and children of these enslaved prisoners into slavery as 

well. Truly, it was a malicious practice indeed. Therefore, it was met with much fervor and 

much societal approval when the decision for abolishing this practice of slavery was introduced 

by Akbar in the year of 1562. By decimating and putting an end to this pernicious act, Akbar 

ended up becoming the savior of many who otherwise would have been condemned to live out a 

life of slavery and desolation.  

3. Elimination of Tax on Hindu Pilgrims: 

It was in the year 1963 when Akbar was on a hunt that took him to a region in proximity to 

Mathura.  During this excursion, Akbar made a startling discovery. It was here that it came to 

his notice that a tax was being imposed on Hindu Pilgrims that had gathered in the area for the 

corresponding purpose. Akbar, who was previously oblivious to the imposition of this tax, was 

incredulous, to say the least.  On further interrogative, he was informed that the concerned tax 

dated back to the days of his predecessors and had been imposed by each one of these Muslim 

Rulers. It was also noted that this tax was appropriated from each Hindu Pilgrim from any and 

every pilgrimage site across India. Also, there was not a set figure when it came to the 

discernment and establishment of this tax. The tax was gleaned from a Pilgrim per his or her 

fiscal and social standing. To say the least, the collection of this tax was arbitrary, to say the 

least. Akbar was appalled and declared this act as one being counterproductive and contrary to 

Moral grounds. He declared that this tax was morally wrong because it was imposed on those 

people who came in search of the light of God. He also declared it as being morally pernicious 

as it was arbitrary and not constant and was collected according to the whim evinced by the 
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collector. That is why as a consequence, said tax on pilgrimage was abolished throughout the 

Mughal Empire thereby introducing a sense of interfaith harmony.  

4. Abolishment of Jizya: 

Jizya was the poll tax that was imposed and collected from the Non-Muslims during the time of 

the Mughal Empire. Akbar was the first King of the dynasty to abolish this tax. His rationale for 

during so lay in his notion that the collection of this tax was counterproductive and detrimental 

to one of his most integral ends, which was the emotional integration of all his subjects into one 

central and solidified brotherhood. Despite experiencing a huge and profound backlash from the 

major portion of his court that was predicated upon religious and economic grounds, Akbar 

remained adamant. He still stuck to his orders and made certain that the rule was passed for the 

abolishment of Jizya. While some consider this a most deteriorative and destructive move, one 

can’t argue with the fact that this created much in the way of harmony and peace amongst the 

non-Muslim classes of the Mughal empire. Also, it considerably elevated Akbar’s repute and 

appeal amongst his non-Muslim subjects as well.  

5. Initiation of Census: 

Several reform measures were undertaken during the reign of Akbar starting from the year 

1581. One such measure was the initiation of a census that encompassed the entire population of 

the Empire and was done so on the orders of Akbar himself. He commanded the administration 

responsible to proceed with the census from Sirhind. The duty for recording the number of 

people, their relative occupation, income, and other details dell upon the Jagirdars, Siqdars, and 

Daroghas of the regions under their respective jurisdiction. Akbar also made a point by 

directing these officers to record the numbers of these inhabitants that resided within each 

specific region but were in actuality, not permanent denizens of these areas. This census also 

allowed the administration to root out and record the flawed and crooked individuals of the 

population from the ethical and law-abiding citizens. Even though there existed a profound and 

eminent deficiency in integral amenities vital to the effectual conduction of a census, for 

instance, proper communication channels, conveyance sources, and so on, the initiative was 

undertaken by Akbar is still ingenious and refreshing in retrospect.  

6. Regulation of Sales and Purchase Rate: 

Akbar was a man of sterling convictions and believed in integrating the whole empire into one 

solidified and centralized unit. Towards that end, he directed and urged officials under his rule 

to regulate the transactions of sale as well as the purchase of a certain number of listed articles.  

7. Vigilance in regards to the sentencing of Capital Punishments: 

It was during the time of Akbar the great that arbitrary and spontaneous sentencing of hangings 

and other modes of capital punishments were sufficiently and notably halted. Akbar managed to 

properly supervise and keep vigil over the infliction of these capital punishments through 

simple practice. The latter comprised of an order that restricted Governors of the provinces from 

executing any form of capital punishment without the consent of Akbar himself. This allowed 

certain innocents not deserving of said penalty from suffering an end not deserved or justified.  

Akbar even went so far as to prohibit the killing of small birds and creeping animals from being 
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killed in territories under his rule.  

8. Measures of General Charity: 

Akbar managed to garner much in the way of acclaim and adoration from his subjects. There 

were several reasons for this prominence, one of which was his proclivity towards indulging in 

charitable outlets that his people could benefit from. For instance, Akbar opened sarais/Motels 

all across the imperial territories where weary travelers could unwind and take rest. It was also a 

persistent exercise of Akbar to incline and encourage people to contribute to charity once every 

week over a month up to a year. Charities were instituted at the palace to provide additional 

impetus to this practice. In addition to these measures, Akbar also ordered the enactment of 

public hospitals across the Empire.  

9. Abolishment of custom relating to Child Marriage: 

The custom of Child marriage was pervasive and prevalent amongst both Hindus and Muslims 

during the time of Akbar. This was a custom to which Akbar was deeply opposed. In reflection 

of this repudiation, Akbar imposed legal restrictions against said customs that prohibited 

marriage before the age of 12 as well as between cousins, except in the case of Muslims where 

marriage between cousins was permitted. The minimum age standards for getting married were 

raised for both girls and boys, with 14 being the standard for the former and 16 years of age for 

the latter. The fact that Akbar imposed rules about solicitation of mutual consent from both the 

boy and the girl to be married was a practice indicative of the level of stark modernism that 

Akbar entailed in contrast to his contextual and cultural ambiance of the time. Also, during his 

time, a token marriage tax evincing varying rates was introduced as well.   

10. Advancement in Education: 

Akbar may have been an emperor whose rule saw much in the way of emphasis imparted upon 

secular studies, but, this in no way meant that he was a ruler opposed to the dialect of Arabic. 

He evinced no intention of destroying Arabic Literature. The fact that during Akbar’s time, the 

imperial library encompassed many several volumes on Arabic is a testament to Akbar’s 

devotion to the language itself. Akbar was renowned not only for widening the curriculum of 

studies but for also having been a ruler who permitted entrance to students from all races and 

dimensions of life in the educational institutions of the Mughal Empire. This was a move most 

profound in novelty and daring as these gates had, before Akbar’s decision, been reserved solely 

for Muslim students only. It was the first time in the Empire that Muslim and Hindu Students 

sat alongside each other in the rows of India’s Educational Institutions. During Akbar’s time, 

Sialkot was an illustrious seat of learning. Akbar exhibited an immense and deeply palpable 

fervor for education and such was his devotion to it that Abu Fazl lauded him by saying: 

“All civilized nations have schools for the education of youths, but Hindustan is particularly 

famous for its seminaries” 

In further corroboration of Akbar’s zeal toward education, Abu Fazl also mentioned the grand 

and impressively equipped college that the emperor constructed on the hill of Fatehpur. He 

mentioned that this was an institution the likes of which no traveler had ever come across.  
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Also, in addition to these accomplishments,  Akbar and his nobles took their passion for 

education much farther and the fact that they enacted many private schools and madrasahs in 

Agra and Gujarat as well is evidence enough in support of this fact.  

Akbar was also greatly committed when it came to the education of his sons as well. He hired 

sagacious and devoted tutors for enlightening and educating his sons. These two scholars were 

known for their liberal outlook on life and their names were Mirza Abdur Rahim and Qutb-ud-

din Khan. They were assigned to the tutelage of Prince Salim while Murad was assigned to the 

coaching of Sayyid Khan and Sharif Khan. Furthermore, Murad was also taught the doctrines of 

the Christian Faith by Monserrate. Sayyid Khan Chugtai was Danial’s tutor and Akbar’s 

grandsons were given lessons by Abu Fazl as well as a Brahman Pandit.  

11. Encouragement of Female Education: 

Akbar was an emperor who believed in providing unequivocally equivalent opportunities to 

everyone. This trait extended outwards to encompass many aspects, with tolerance and 

encouragement of Female education being among them. Female Education was much 

encouraged during the time of Akbar the great. During Akbar’s reign, it was made a custom for 

the Muslim Nobility to send their daughters to Schools. This allowance of Akbar’s led to many 

milestones in education that were attributed to Female conceivers. For instance, Princess Gul 

Badan wrote the renowned Humayun-Nama as an enhancing adjunct to Abu Fazl’s Akbarnama. 

Salima Sultana was a poet of great repute, largely in part due to the prowess she evinced in 

pertinence to Persian and Maham Anaga. Akbar’s chief nurse herself was also a lady of much 

educational mettle and achievements.  

 

12. Discouragement of the Practice of Suttee: 

While Akbar never passed any formal or legal decree opposing or repudiating the practice of 

Suttee, where the widow of a Hindu was forced to immolate herself in the pyre of her husband, 

he was strongly and lucidly opposed to this heinous act. Some consider this to be one of 

Akbar’s more sterling and memorable reformative acts. According to the Akbarnama, A cousin 

of Raja Bhagwandas, Jajman, died prematurely and his widow was refusing to become a Suttee. 

However, her stepson, Udai Singh, and some other relatives almost succeeded in convincing the 

widow to become a Suttee. However, as soon as the news of this injustice reached Akbar, he 

hastily reached the scene where the atrocity in question was to be executed. Despite being at 

risk of being misunderstood by his Rajput Relatives, Akbar nevertheless ordered the arrest of 

those who were compelling the Widow to become a Suttee. In another instance, Akbar 

intervened and dissuaded the young widow of Birbhadra of Panna from becoming a Suttee and 

sacrificing herself in the death pyre of her late husband. So, despite not having passed any 

decree of legal nature against the practice, these instances still prove that Akbar was greatly 

opposed to this inhuman practice prevalent amongst the Hindus.  

13. Limitation on Consumption of Alcohol: 

Akbar was consummately aware of the evils and mind-numbing faculties that opiates and 

alcoholic beverages entailed. However, he also learned about the impossibility of the task 
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regarding the explicit prohibition of alcohol. Therefore, he arrived at a compromise that was 

pragmatic as well as innovative. For one, he made it so that every wine drinker who consumed 

said beverage was certified and deemed needy of it by an able doctor. Secondly, he made 

misconduct and disorderly behavior caused as a ramification of excessive and exorbitant alcohol 

consumption punishable. Thirdly, Akbar made it mandatory for purveyors of Alcohol to record 

the names of the purchasing parties at the time of procurement.  

14. Steps for Welfare of Beggars:  

Beggary was a practice evincing much potency even in the days of Akbar. The frequency of 

these destitute individuals, while not overwhelming, was still notable in the days of Akbar. 

Akbar still took many several steps to ensure that these beggars were taken care of and to a 

degree dissuaded from indulging in this derogatory act. For instance, Akbar ordered the 

establishment of dormitories called Khairpura for the Muslim Beggars. For those beggars of the 

Hindu faith, Akbar ordered the enactment of dormitories dubbed Dharampuras as well as 

Jogipuras as well for jogis. At all of these dormitories, the patrons were provided food free by 

the state.  

15. Efforts towards controlling the practice of Gambling: 

While Akbar recognized the incredible evil that the practice of Gambling evinced, he was also 

privy to the fact that it was an evil impossible to suppress completely and effectually. The 

reason for this was that Gambling was a vice so widespread that it couldn’t be contained 

completely. This vice brought ruin, desolation, and destitution to many a score families. As a 

controlling measure, Akbar set up a state bank that could be accessed by Gamblers to acquire 

loans for the settlement of their outstanding debts. Also, Akbar made it compulsory for every 

gambling den to pay a fixed charge to the state.  
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